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Important Dates for September 18: 
 
3rd - Toolbox Talk "Check Fire Preparedness" 
10th - Have First Aid Kits been stocked? 
9th - Toolbox Talk "Review Training Plan 
17th - Complete Supervisors Checklist  
24th - Queens Birthday (WA) 
26th - Employee Fitness Tests/ Medicals 
28th - Company Tax Return Reminder Request  
28th - AFL Grand Final Friday (Vic)   

 

 

  

 

Disclaimer: The tax lodgement dates are for a small business that reports quarterly.  It is your 
responsibility to check that these dates are relevant to your business. Check www.ato.gov.au/TaxCalendar  

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.ato.gov.au/TaxCalendar
https://forestsmart.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc215fb8abbb3fe7976360ed0&id=6bc049f2c1&e=ce0ba30e9b


 

 

High 

Pressure 

Injection 

Injuries 
 

Owen Spicer 

OH&S Manager 

PF Olsen Australia 
 

 
 

 

Forestry operators and maintenance employees are used to dealing with the 

obvious dangers of falling trees or moving machinery, but they may be less familiar 

with a critical danger that can cause crippling injuries or death – “high pressure 

injection injuries”. 

  

Hydraulic fluids are relatively harmless to work with until they are pressurized. 

Hydraulic fluid under pressure is dangerous. With forestry equipment, contact with 

high pressure fluids is likely to come from hydraulic leaks. A tiny break or pin hole 

in a hydraulic line or a failure of a fitting can release hydraulic fluid in an almost 

invisible stream at over 3000 psi (200bar). (Injection injuries can happen with any 

substance including water or air with as little as 100psi (7 Bar) pressure). 

  

The hands and fingers are most at risk from high pressure injection injuries. If an 

operator or maintenance staff are searching for a high-pressure leak with their 

hands or investigating some unrelated problem, they might feel a sting like an 

insect bite or a sharp wire cut and not consider it serious at first. The entry site may 

be so tiny that it looks like a pin prick. Other wounds might be larger and look like a 

cut or tear of the skin but in both cases major damage can occur. 

  

 With this type of injury high pressure fluid is injected deep under the skin and 

penetrates the blood stream, muscles and tendons. Depending upon the type of 

fluid you may feel pain, swelling, and redness. Numbness and throbbing rapidly 

follow, and after six hours you will know you've been seriously injured. An 

untreated, a high-pressure injection injury can result in compartment syndrome 

(reduced blood flow in affected part / limb of the body), necrotic tissues (dead skin 

tissue), amputations, and even death. 

  

Seek Medical Attention Immediately.  

If an injury such as this does occur, the injured worker must be transported for 

medical treatment as quickly as possible since time is crucial. Importantly make 

sure the Safety Data Sheets (SDS) for any fluids used (hydraulic fluid, fuel etc) are 



 

readily available and provided to medical staff. Take the container of the fluid with 

you if possible. Each manufacturer will use different additives in their product which 

may change the type of medical treatment provided.      

  

Preventing high pressure injection injuries.  

• Depressurize high pressure lines before working with them. Never assume 

a machine’s hydraulic system is depressurized just because the machine is 

turned off. Consult the operator’s manual for the specific depressurization 

procedure for the machine. 

• Do not use your hand to locate a leak. 

• To locate hydraulics leaks, use a piece of cardboard, wood or similar in 

place of your hand. 

• Do not expose your hand or arm to potential leaks. 

• Wear safety glasses and appropriate gloves but be aware that high 

pressure fluid can penetrate even heavy welding gloves. 

 

 
 

  

 

Need Help? 
with your Contractor Management System 

• Need assistance with accessing your contractor management 

system? 

• Got an audit coming up? 

• Purchased new equipment? 

• Starting a new type of job? 

The technical support team is ready to assist you with all of your questions 

and queries. 

 

Please contact Erin (Technical) or Melissa (Accounts) on 1800 054 659  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Contractor Management Systems: 

Managing OH&S and environmental systems can be a paperwork nightmare. Our 

online systems aim to reduce the amount of paperwork, remind you when 

something needs to happen and provide a secure place to keep important 

business records. 

Visit forestsmart.com for more information 

 

 

Visit the ForestSmart website  

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

https://forestsmart.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc215fb8abbb3fe7976360ed0&id=daf6b5b545&e=ce0ba30e9b
https://forestsmart.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc215fb8abbb3fe7976360ed0&id=f87fa180a3&e=ce0ba30e9b

