Safety Matters
October 2018

Important Dates for October 18:
1st - Labour Day (ACT, NSW, SA), Queens B'Day (Qld)
2nd - Fire extinguishers - Tested and tagged?
5th - Burnie Show (Tas)
7th - Day light saving starts (ACT, Vic, Tas, NSW, SA)
9th - Toolbox talk "Check plans for unplanned spills"
11th - Royal Launceston Show (Tas)
15th - Complete supervisors checklist
22nd - Complete Facilities checklist
25th - Royal Hobart Show (Tas)
26th - Superannuation Contribution due date for payment
29th - Quarter 1 (July- Sept) BAS due date

Disclaimer: The tax lodgement dates are for a small business that reports quarterly. It is your
responsibility to check that these dates are relevant to your business. Check
www.ato.gov.au/TaxCalendar

Don't over-look the obvious!

Owen Spicer
OH&S Manager
PF Olsen Australia

Have you experienced driving along a familiar route, and suddenly realized you
have travelled some distance without being aware of it. This happens as you have
stopped consciously processing information and the skill of driving is controlled by
the brain identifying “known” information without thinking.
Living in the Information Age, we are accustomed to filtering information. It's a
survival mechanism, which we have adopted in order to manage information
overload. We only pay attention to certain things (“known” things). It’s usually
exceptions to the rule that catch our attention - while virtually ignoring everything
else.
While this survival mechanism may help us well in daily life, it isn't an advantage
for mobile plant operators performing daily prestart inspection checklist. By not
performing a structured and rigorous daily pre-start inspection checklist of your
machine, you can easily overlook some obvious problems.
First and foremost, the purpose of a pre-start inspection checklist is to ensure the
machine is safe to operate. A defective machine could easily endanger the life of
its operator, as well as those working in close proximity to it.
On a more practical level, a pre-start inspection helps you to find small problems
before they can become big ones. That means less unscheduled downtime and
fewer expensive repairs - which translates into an improved bottom line for your
operation.
A pre-start checklist is intended to achieve the following objectives:
•
•
•
•
•

Aid the operator in recalling the process, ensuring the plant in ready for use.
Provide a standard foundation for verifying the plant is safe to use.
Provide convenient sequences for movements around the item of plant.
Provide an orderly framework to meet your operational requirements.
Serve as a quality control tool as required by Worksafe for the review of

plant before use.
Another objective of an effective pre-start inspection checklist, often overlooked, is
the promotion of a positive “attitude” toward its use. For this to happen, the prestart checklist must be relevant to the machine, its operation and environment, and
the operator must have a good understanding of its importance instead of
regarding it as a nuisance task.
Encouraging notes to be made, (not just a tick or flick response), quickly following
up on issues revealed during inspections and making pre-start checks a topic of
discussion ensures the company takes these pre-start inspection checks seriously.
Don’t zone in and out when performing your pre-start check.

Need Help?
with your Contractor Management System
•
•
•
•

Need assistance with accessing your contractor management
system?
Got an audit coming up?
Purchased new equipment?
Starting a new type of job?

The technical support team is ready to assist you with all of your questions
and queries.
Please contact Erin (Technical) or Melissa (Accounts) on 1800 054 659

Contractor Management Systems:
Managing OH&S and environmental systems can be a paperwork nightmare. Our
online systems aim to reduce the amount of paperwork, remind you when
something needs to happen and provide a secure place to keep important
business
records.
Visit forestsmart.com for more information

Visit the ForestSmart website

